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  In early January, there was a flurry of diplomatic activity beginning with talks in Geneva between United States 

Deputy Secretary of State Wendy R. Sherman and Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov, shifting to Brussels for 

a North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)-Russia Council meeting on January 12, with the finale being the 57-member 

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) meeting in Vienna the following day. The immediate 

provocation was the presence of 1,00,000 Russian forces, backed by heavy artillery, tanks and armoured personnel 

carriers on the Russia-Ukraine border, generating apprehensions about an imminent invasion. The diplomacy has 

continued with meetings and phone calls at the highest levels. In the absence of any forward movement, the situation in 

Ukraine remains tense as analysts try to read Russian President Vladimir Putin’s mind about Russia’s next move. 

 

Russian problems 

In 2008, the Bucharest NATO summit declaration offered an open-ended timeframe for membership to Georgia 

and Ukraine. Russia was quick to pick up the gauntlet. Months later, citing Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili’s 

actions in South Ossetia as a provocation, Russia intervened taking over the Georgian provinces of South Ossetia and 

Abkhazia. 

As protests mounted in 2013 against Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych who was seen as pro-Russia, Russia 

annexed Crimea, legitimising it with an estimated 94% vote in a referendum in 2014. For the last seven years, the eastern 

provinces of Luhansk and Donetsk have seen pro-Russian militias fighting the Ukrainian forces in a civil war that has 

claimed over 10,000 lives. 

However, troubles come in multiples. Even as Mr. Putin tries to dampen the Ukrainian tilt to the West, he has 

had to shore up Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko whose move to get a sixth term in office sparked widespread 

protests, creating new uncertainty on Russian borders. 

In the South Caucasus, fighting had broken out between Azerbaijan and Russian treaty ally Armenia over the 

disputed area of Nagorno-Karabakh. In end-2020, Russia brokered a ceasefire that has proven to be tenuous. Turkish 

President Recip Tayyip Erdoğan has been expanding his regional role and provided vital military support to enable 
Azerbaijan to gain the upper hand. In Ukraine too, Turkey has sold drones and other military hardware to bolster 

President Volodymyr Zelensky’s ability to resist Russian advances. All this even as Mr. Erdoğan engages with Russia in the 
Astana process on Syria and is a client for the S-400 missile defence system. 

In Central Asia in early January, protests against the fuel price increases in Kazakhstan led to violence, prompting 

President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev to issue shoot-at-sight orders to the security forces. Mr. Tokayev took over in 2019 

from Nursultan Nazarbayev who had ruled for 29 years but public protests forced him to resign. However, he remained 

influential, as Chair of the National Security Committee, controlling the defence, intelligence and police sectors through 

his loyalists. He has since quit and his right-hand man, former Prime Minister Karim Massimov, was sacked as head of 

National Security Committee and arrested for treason. Mr. Tokayev also reached out to Mr. Putin and for the first time 

since it was set up in 2002, the Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) has sent a Russian-led 4,000-strong military 

contingent to restore law and order and protect key government facilities. CSTO was a Russian initiative and includes 

Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. 

Notwithstanding the multiple eruptions in its borderlands, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov captured the 

Kremlin sentiment when he described the former Soviet territories not as “free, sovereign and liberated nation-states” 

but as “territories that lack ownership”. 

 

Seeking lost glory 

In a sense, Presidents Biden and Putin are both seeking to rewrite history. The U.S. would like a return to the 

1990s, its unipolar moment when it set into motion the eastward expansion of both NATO and the European Union as the 

instrument for ensuring European security. It engaged Russia through NATO’s Partnership for Peace that grew into the 

NATO-Russia Council with over two dozen working groups covering arms control, non-proliferation, counter-terrorism, 

logistics, peacekeeping, civil emergencies, etc. 

Mr. Putin thinks differently. He considers the break-up of the USSR the biggest tragedy of the 20th century and 

has called the eastward expansion of NATO that added 14 new Baltic and Central and East European member states (in 

stages) an existential threat. At the 2007 Munich Security Conference, Mr. Putin raised the issue of security guarantees 

for Russia for the first time. He has also described the protest movements (colour revolutions) in the former Soviet 

republics as western attempts at bringing about regime change. He seeks to push back NATO and restore Russian stature 

and influence to what USSR enjoyed during the bipolar era. 

On December 17, Russia had presented two parallel drafts on security guarantees with the U.S. and NATO. These 

included a prohibition on any further NATO expansion, removal of all U.S. nuclear weapons from Europe and U.S. troops 
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to be restricted to NATO territory prior to the expansion as in 1997. These would also have curtailed U.S. naval vessels 

from the Black Sea, the Barents Sea in the north and the Okhotsk Sea in the east. These demands were dismissed by the 

U.S. as “non-starters”; in turn, it proposed talks on arms control, missile deployments, constraints on military exercises 

and confidence-building. 

While declaring that “Russia had no intention to invade Ukraine”, Russian Deputy Minister Sergei Ryabkov 

reiterated that “Ukraine must never, never, ever join NATO” and warned of “military and technical consequences that 

could put European security at risk.” Ms. Sherman maintained that “NATO’s open-door policy was non-negotiable” while 

Washington hinted at crippling economic and trade sanctions if Russia intervened in Ukraine. The talks in Geneva, 

Brussels and Vienna ended in a stalemate and brinkmanship continues. 

 

Risks of over-reach 

On January 14, over 70 Ukrainian government sites were subjected to a cyber-attack with a warning, ‘Be Afraid 

and Expect the Worst’; Ukraine has attributed it to Russia. The same day, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki disclosed 

intelligence that Russia had pre-positioned special forces and operatives to undertake false flag operations in eastern 

Ukraine, warning Russia against using it as a pretext for intervention. On January 27, Mr. Biden said he expects Mr. Putin 

to make a move in February. 

In the recent past, former U.S. President Donald Trump was calling NATO a drain on the U.S. and French 

President Emmanuel Macron had called NATO “brain-dead”. While U.S. President Joe Biden has sought to rebuild 

alliances, the messy withdrawal from Afghanistan left NATO allies doubting long-term U.S. commitments. Barely six 

months ago, France recalled its Ambassador from Washington and Australia, protesting against the creation of AUKUS (a 

trilateral security pact between Australia, the United Kingdom and the U.S. in 2021) that led Australia to cancel its multi-

billion submarine deal with France. There were fewer and fewer NATO candidates ready to host U.S. nuclear weapons. 

The 2008 declaration about expanding NATO to include Georgia and Ukraine was seen as a rash promise that NATO was 

keen to forget. Even Russia’s takeover of Crimea had been overlooked. But Russian actions in Ukraine have revived NATO, 

giving it a new lease of life by restoring its original purpose. 

 

On China 

The U.S. focus on China and the Indo-Pacific was an opening that Russia sought to exploit but Mr. Biden cannot 

afford to ignore Europe or be accused of appeasing Russia. Mr. Putin is shrewd enough to know that shifting U.S. focus 

away from China cannot be in Russian interest; it makes Russia more dependent economically on China because the Nord 

Stream 2 gas pipeline remains frozen and sanctions isolate it from European markets. Further, it gives China a free hand 

to expand its influence in Central Asia. An overtly antagonistic relationship with the U.S. and Europe may also limit 

Russian options in West and South Asia. 

Ultimately, a war in Ukraine is something that neither Russia nor the U.S. want. Both need a way out of the 

escalatory spiral. The recent talks have brought Russian concerns about NATO’s eastward expansion centre-stage. Now, 

Mr. Putin has to decide which is a greater challenge — a liberally oriented Ukraine or confrontation with a rejuvenated 

NATO together with an unconstrained China. The choice is clear. 

 

 flurry (noun) – spate, series, succession. 

 Brussels (proper noun) – The capital of Belgium; The 

headquarters of the NATO; The headquarters of the 

European Union.  

 North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)-Russia 

Council (NRC) (noun) – The NATO-Russia Council (NRC), 

was established at the NATO-Russia Summit in Rome on 

28 May 2002. The NATO-Russia Council (NRC) was 

established as a mechanism for consultation, 

consensus-building, cooperation, joint decision and 

joint action. Within the NRC, the individual NATO 

member states and Russia have worked as equal 

partners on a wide spectrum of security issues of 

common interest. 

 finale (noun) – the last part of an event. 

 Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

(OSCE) (noun) – With 57 participating States in North 

America, Europe and Asia, the OSCE – the Organization 

for Security and Co-operation in Europe – is the world’s 

largest regional security organization. The OSCE works 

for stability, peace and democracy for more than a 

billion people, through political dialogue about shared 

values and through practical work that aims to make a 

lasting difference. 

 provocation (noun) – annoyance, irritation, agitation, 

vexation. 

 artillery (noun) – weapons of war, weaponry, firearms, 

guns, armaments. 

 armoured personnel carrier (APC) (noun) – a protected 

military vehicle used to transport armed forces 

(soldiers) in combat zones. 
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 apprehension (noun) – anxiety, worry, nervousness, 

disquiet, concern, panic, fearfulness. 

 diplomacy (noun) – negotiations, discussions, talks, 

dialogue (related to international politics). 

 bucharest (proper noun) – The capital of Romania. 

 open-ended (adjective) – permanent, continuing, 

constant, fixed, indefinite. 

 pick/take up the gauntlet (phrase) – agree to a 

challenge (whereas ‘throw down the gauntlet’ means 

‘to issue a challenge); (‘gauntlet’ means  ‘open 

challenge’). 
 annex (noun) – take over, seize, occupy. 

 Crimea (noun) – a peninsula along the northern coast 

of the Black Sea in Eastern Europe. The peninsula is 

almost entirely surrounded by both the Black Sea and 

the smaller Sea of Azov. The status of Crimea is 

disputed. It is claimed by Ukraine and in 2014 was 

recognized as Ukrainian by the United Nations and 

most other countries, but it is governed by Russia. 

Russia formally annexed Crimea on 18 March 2014. 

 referendum (noun) – public vote; a direct vote in which 

people cast ballots to decide on a specific issue or 

policy. 

 militia (noun) – armed forces, military unit, insurgent, 

rebel (that involves in rebel/terrorist activities against 

the main/regular forces). 

 civil war (noun) – a war between organized groups 

within the same state or country. 

 tilt (noun) – inclination. 

 the West (noun) – The Western world/civilization 

consisting of the majority of Europe & the North 

America. 

 shore up (phrasal verb) – support, help, assist 

(financially); strengthen, fortify, buttress. 

 south Caucasus (noun) – a mountainous region (of 

south-eastern Europe and south-western Asia) between 

the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea and mainly occupied 

by Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and parts of Southern 

Russia. 

 break out (phrasal verb) – flare up, begin/start 

suddenly, erupt, burst out.  

 ally (noun) – a country/state with an alliance with 

another one in which they promise to support each 

other militarily and to defend each other. 

 broker (verb) – negotiate (a deal/agreement). 

 ceasefire (noun) – a temporary stoppage of a war, 

truce, armistice. 

 tenuous (adjective) – slight, insubstantial, negligible, 

weak/shaky; doubtful, dubious, questionable, vague, 

unspecific, indefinite. 

 gain the upper hand (phrase) – gain advantage over 

something. 

 upper hand (noun) – a dominating position. 

 drone (noun) – unmanned aircraft/missile. 

 bolster (verb) – strengthen, support, 

reinforce/buttress. 

 S-400 (Triumf) missile defence system (noun) – 

Developed by Russia, the S-400 (Triumph/Triumf) air 

defence system integrates a multifunction radar, 

autonomous detection and targeting systems, anti-

aircraft missile systems, launchers, and command and 

control centre. It is capable of firing three types of 

missiles to create a layered defence. The S-400 is 

capable of destroying incoming hostile aircraft, missiles 

and even drones within a range of up to 400 km. It has 

a tracking capability of nearly 600 km. 

 intelligence (noun) – (military/political) information, 

facts, details, particulars. 

 treason (noun) – also called as high treason; betraying 

one’s country particularly by trying to remove the 

government; disloyalty, betrayal, lèse-majesté, 

faithlessness. 

 reach out (phrasal verb) – contact someone to 

obtain/offer help/assistance/cooperation. 

 Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) (noun) 

– an intergovernmental military alliance that was 

signed on 15 May 1992. In 1992, six post-Soviet states 

belonging to the Commonwealth of Independent 

States-Russia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan-signed the Collective 

Security Treaty. 

 contingent (noun) – unit, squad, outfit. 

 notwithstanding (conjunction) – although, in spite of 

the fact that, despite the fact that, even though. 

 eruption (noun) – outbreak, flare-up, upsurge, 

outburst, breakout, sudden appearance/start (of 

hostility or something else). 

 Kremlin (noun) – The name “Kremlin” means “fortress 

inside a city”, and is often also used metonymically to 

refer to the official residence of the President of the 

Russian Federation in a similar sense to how “White 

House” refers to the Executive Office of the President 

of the United States; Kremlin is a fortified complex in 

the center of Moscow city. (Metonym is used as an 

alternative for something else with which it is closely 

related/associated). 

 sovereign (noun) – independent, self-governing, 

autonomous, self-determining, self-legislating. 

 nation state (noun) – a state (country) in which a great 

majority shares the same culture and is conscious of it. 

The nation-state is an ideal in which cultural boundaries 

match up with political boundaries. An independent 

state consists of people from one particular national 

group. 

 unipolar (adjective) – (in international politics), relating 

to a distribution of power in which one state 

(country/person) exercises most of the cultural, 

economic, and military influence. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

4 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (24
th

-FEBRUARY-2022) 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 set in motion (phrase) – start, begin, activate, trigger, 

initiate; cause, bring about (a series of events). 

 non-proliferation (noun) – prevention of the spread of  

something (nuclear weapons, weapons technology & 

etc.). 

 counter-terrorism (noun) – anti-terrorism; actions 

taken to combat or prevent terrorism. 

 logistics (noun) – the process of planning & executing a 

complex work (e.g. transporting goods). 

 baltic (adjective) – it is a geopolitical term, typically 

used to group the three sovereign states in Northern 

Europe on the eastern coast of the Baltic Sea: Estonia, 

Latvia, and Lithuania. 

 existential (adjective) – relating to existence. 

 colour revolution (noun) – Any of various related 

revolutionary movements that developed in several 

societies in the former Soviet Union and the Balkans 

during the early 2000s, mostly using nonviolent 

resistance. 

 Soviet Republic (noun) – The Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics (also known as the USSR or the Soviet Union) 

consisted of Russia and 14 surrounding countries. The 

USSR’s territory stretched from the Baltic states in 

Eastern Europe to the Pacific Ocean, including the 

majority of northern Asia and portions of central Asia. 

 republic (noun) – a group of people involved in a 

particular activity with certain equality; “The Republic” 

is a form of government in which a state (country) is 

ruled by elected representatives of the people (citizen 

body). 

 bipolar (adjective) – having two extremities. 

 curtail (verb) – decrease, lessen, reduce, restrict, limit. 

 vessel (noun) – ship, yacht, boat. 

 non-starter (noun) – failure, fiasco, catastrophe/mess. 

 deployment (noun) – the act of employing 

forces/troops into effective action. 

 confidence-building measures/mechanisms (noun) – 

confidence-building measures (CBMs) are planned 

procedures to prevent hostilities, to avert escalation, to 

reduce military tension, and to build mutual trust 

between countries. 

 reiterate (verb) – repeat, say again, restate. 

 open door (adjective) – relating to an unrestricted way 

of admission/access into something. 

 crippling (adjective) – weakening, damaging, impairing, 

destroying, spoiling, paralyzing. 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to 

force a country to obey international laws by limiting or 

stopping trade with that country, by not allowing 

economic aid for that country, etc (Courtesy: VOA 

Learning English).  

 stalemate (noun) – deadlock, impasse, standstill/stand-

off. 

 brinkmanship (noun) – the practice of trying to achieve 

an advantageous results by engaging in a dangerous 

issue or event to the edge of safety, especially in 

politics, by pushing dangerous events. 

 over-reach (noun) – an act of trying to do too much. 

 attribute (verb) – ascribe, assign, connect/associate 

with. 

 pretext (noun) – false excuse, ostensible reason, 

alleged reason. 

 drain (noun) – burden, demand, pressure, imposition. 

 ambassador (noun) – envoy, diplomat, consul. 

 AUKUS (noun) – it is a new trilateral security 

partnership for the Indo-Pacific, between Australia, the 

U.K. and the U.S. The security grouping AUKUS will 

focus on advancing strategic interests in the Indo-

Pacific region. As part of this, Australia will acquire 

nuclear-powered submarines with help from the U.K. 

and the U.S. 

 trilateral (adjective) – involving three 

nations/parties/groups. 

 submarine (noun) – a warship submerged in the water. 

 overlook (verb) – neglect, ignore, disregard, turn a 

blind eye. 

 a new lease of life (phrase) – an improved and 

energetic life after making something better than 

before. 

 The Indo-Pacific (region) (noun) – the Indo-Pacific 

region refers to the confluence (convergence) of the 

Pacific and Indian Oceans, which interconnect in 

Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, 

Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, and more). 

 exploit (verb) – take advantage of, make use of, utilize, 

capitalize on, benefit from. 

 cannot afford/can ill afford (phrase) – if you cannot 

afford to do something, you must prevent it from 

happening because it would be embarrassing and cause 

problems (if it happens). 

 appease (verb) – placate, calm, pacify. 

 shrewd (adjective) – clever, astute, wise. 

 Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline (noun) – the Russia-led gas 

pipeline project. (a new export gas pipeline running 

from Russia to Europe across the Baltic Sea). 

 a free hand (phrase) – license, freedom, latitude, 

leeway, flexibility. 

 overtly (adverb) – openly, transparently, clearly. 

 antagonistic (adjective) – hostile, inimical, opposed. 

 way out (noun) – a method of dealing with a problem; 

solution. 

 escalatory (adjective) – increasing (rapidly).  

 spiral (noun) – the process of deterioration, decline, 

decrease. 

 rejuvenate (verb) – revive, restore, renew, revitalize. 
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